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To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Towyn  Urban  District 

Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Health  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1953. 

It  is  encouraging  to  note  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the 
population  of  the  area  as  given  in  the  Registrar  General’s  Mid-Year 
Estimate.  This  is  a reversal  of  last  year’s  trend,  and  a reversal  of 
the  general  trend  in  rural  Wales. 

There  was  no  major  epidemic  during  the  year,  notifiable  in- 
fectious disease  was  again  at  a low  level. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified.  The  figures  regarding 
inspection  and  sampling  of  food  together  with  the  visits  to  food 
premises  show  the  thoroughness  with  which  Food  Hygiene  is  dealt 
with  in  the  Urban  District.  No  Clean  Food  Campaign  was  initiated 
but  the  Council  decided  that  a Health  and  Hygiene  Exhibition 
should  be  undertaken  in  conjunction  with  the  Ministry  of  Agricul- 
ture and  Fisheries  Pest  Control  Exhibition  in  the  following  year. 

In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  generally  healthy 
condition  of  livestock  in  the  locality,  as  reflected  in  the  figures  given 
for  Meat  Inspection. 

The  number  of  inhabitated  houses  increased,  but  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement  in  the  housing  position  generally.  Many  of 
the  older  houses  in  the  district  are  not  up  to  present  day  standards 
but  recent  changes  in  the  Housing  Act,  1949,  regarding  grants  for 
improvement  should  enable  the  Council  to  help  in  remedying  this 
situation. 

Consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  for  implementing  a 
comprehensive  refuse  disposal  scheme  in  the  following  year  and  the 
proposals  should  improve  this  very  necessary  sanitary  service. 

Steps  were  taken  toward  the  commencement  of  work  on  the 
Towyn  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme,  which  should  ameliorate  condi- 
tions in  that  area,  but  the  position  in  the  Aberdovey  area  is  far  from 
satisfactory. 

Work  was  commenced  on  the  River  Fathew  Water  Scheme  and 
when  this  is  completed  the  district  should  have  a satisfactory  water 
supply. 
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Caravan  Sites  came  under  consideration  and  improvements  in 
sanitary  facilities  were  decided  on  as  a condition  in  the  licensing 
therfA 

^^ish  to  thank  Mr.  E.  O.  Edwards  for  his  co  -operation  during 
the  year. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EVAN  RICHARDS, 

District  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SECTION  A.— GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  Urban  District  in  acres 22,959 

Rateable  Value  £21,582 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  figures)  4,561 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £84 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (According  to  the  Rate 

Books)  at  end  of  year  1,379 

Comparability  Factors 

Births  1.14 

Deaths  0.75 


Births 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Nett  Births  (Live  and  still) 

Births  (Live) 

Births  (Still) 


79 

78 

1 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population 


17.10 


Live  Births 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males 

40 

36 

4 


Females 

38 

34 

4 


Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  (Percentage  of  Total  Live  Births),  10.26 


Deaths 

Total  Number — 59. 

Males,  28  ; Females,  31. 

Rate  per  1,000  population 12.94 

1951  figures  11.17 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year 

Total  5.  Males  Females 

Total  2 3 ^ 

Legitimate  2 3 

Illegitimate  — — 

Infant  Mortality  (Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births) 64.10 

1951  figures  13.89 

Deaths  of  Legitimate  Infants. 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) 64.10 

Deaths  of  Illegitimate  Infants. 

Mortality  (per  1,000  live  births) Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 Weeks  Males  Females 

Total  2 2 

Legitimate  2 2 

Illegitimate  — — 


Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  connected  with  childbirth  and  pregnancy — Nil. 


Deaths  from  Cancer 

Total  11 

Rate  per  1,000  population  2.41 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis 

Total  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  population  Nil. 

Causes  of  Death  1953  M.  F. 

Cancer  Stomach  . . . . . . . . . . 2 — 

Cancer  Lung  . . . . . . . . . . 1 1 

Cancer  Breast  . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Cancer  Other  Sites  . . . . . . . . . . 2 4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . . . . 7 6 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . . . . . . 6 — 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . . . . . — 1 

Other  heart  diseases  . . . . . . . . 2 3 

Other  circulatory  disease  . . . . . . . . — 3 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Bronchitis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diarrhoea  . . . . — 1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . . . . 5 7 

Accidents  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Diabetes  . . . . . . . . . . . . — 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . . . . . . . 1 — 

Congenital  malformations  . , . . . . — 1 


Total  . . . . 28  31 
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SECTION  B.  GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA 


1.  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

One  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector. 

2.  Laboratory  Facilities 

Bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  service  (directed  by  the  Medical  Research  Council 
for  the  Ministry  of  Health)  at  the  Cardiganshire  General 
Hospital,  Aberystwyth,  where  Dr.  M.  V.  N.  Sudds  is  in  charge. 

Chemical  analyses  of  water  samples  are  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Analyst,  Mr.  Harold  Lowe  of  Chester. 

3.  Ambulance  Facilities 

One  ambulance  stationed  at  Towyn. 

4.  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

Held  every  fortnight  at  Aberdovey  and  Towyn  ; at  the  Church 
Hall,  Aberdovey,  and  the  Institute,  Towyn,  at  2.0  p.m. 

5.  Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Held  once  a month  at  the  Towyn  and  District  Hospital  on  the 
last  Wednesday  in  the  month,  at  2.0  p.m. 

6.  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Held  at  Dolgelley  or  Machynlleth  Hospitals. 

7.  Tuberculosis  Clinic. 

Held  at  the  Machynlleth  Chest  Hospital  every  week. 

8.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Arranged  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Im- 
munisation of  babies  and  young  infants  carried  out  at  the 
Primary  Schools. 

9.  Hospitals 

One  fully  equipped  hospital  at  Towyn. 
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SECriONC.  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

Infectious  Diseases  ^ 

Total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 


notified  during  the  year 1 

Scarlet  FeVer  1 

Bacillary  Dysentry Nil. 

Whooping  Cough  Nil, 

Measles  Nil. 

Infantile  Paralysis  Nil. 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  4 

Pulmonary  Total  3 

Males  1.  Females  2. 

Non- Pulmonary  Total  1 

Males  Nil.  Females  1. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths 

Pulmonary  Nil. 

Non-Pulmonary  Nil. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  during  1953  in  age  groups 


Age 

Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory 

M.  F. 

N on-  Respiratory 

M.  F. 

0 — 20 
25 
35 
45 
55 
65 
75 

— 2 
1 — 

1 1 1 1 1 ^ 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

Total 

1 2 

— 1 
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SECTION  D.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

No  formal  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  this  Act,  but 
sev(^i  cases  were  under  observation. 


SECTION  E.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

Towyn  and  Brynzrug.  The  supply  to  Towyn  and  Bryncrug  is 
from  upland  streams  at  Braich-y-rhiw  and  treated  by  pressure 
filtration  and  chlorination. 

Considerable  difficulty  was  again  experienced  in  meeting  the 
requirements  of  the  town  and  the  army  camp  during  the  summer 
months,  and  in  consequence  the  supply  to  the  camp  had  to  be  cur- 
tailed during  certain  periods  of  the  day  to  maintain  an  adequate 
pressure  and  supply  to  the  town. 

The  unsatisfactory  samples  are  due  in  the  main  to  recurring 
failure  of  the  chlorination  plant  and  to  temporary  breakdowns  in 
the  distribution  system  with  resultant  disturbance  in  the  mains, 
which,  in  some  sections,  are  old  and  badly  corroded. 

Aberdovey.  This  supply  is  from  upland  streams  at  Cwmffernol 
and  Nant-y-Gwenlli  and  supplemented  by  land  springs  at  Bwlch- 
gwyn.  Treatment  is  by  settlement  and  chlorination.  The  lack  of 
filtration  and  the  old  and  corroded  condition  of  some  sections  of  the 
mains  renders  the  supply  unsatisfactory.  Trouble  was  experienced 
in  the  operation  of  the  chlorination  plant  on  several  occasions  during 
the  year. 

There  was  no  failure  of  the  supply  during  the  year. 

Cwrt.  The  village  of  Cwrt  obtains  its  supply  from  an  upland 
stream,  the  supply  being  taken  from  the  private  main  to  Talgarth 
Hall.  The  water  was  satisfactory  in  quality  but  generally  the 
pressure  remained  rather  poor.  Consideration  was  given  to  a pro- 
posal to  improve  the  supply  to  the  village  and  a scheme  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 

Private  Supplies.  Land  springs,  wells  and  streams  provide 
supplies  to  isolated  houses  and  farms. 

Bacteriological  Analysis 

65  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination. 
The  results  were  as  follows  : — 
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Supply 

Satisfactorv 

U nsatisfactory 

Total 

Towyn 

11 

6 

17 

Bryncrug 

9 

4 

A3 

Aberdovey  . . 

6 

7 

^3 

Cwrt 

2 

— 

2 

Pennal 

1 

— 

1 

Private 

8 

11 

19 

Totals 

37 

28 

65 

Chemical  Analysis 

The  public  analyst  reported  satisfactorily  on  samples  of  water 
taken  from  the  Towyn  and  Cwrt  supplies. 

The  result  of  the  chemical  analysis  of  the  Towvn  Supply  is 


given  below  : — ■ 

Certificate  of  Analysis 

Sample  of  water  received  on  3.2.53. 

In  parts  per  Million  of  Water  : — 

Total  Solid  Matter  in  solution  . . . . . . . . 60.0 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  . . . . . . . . . . 0.25 

Nitrites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . — 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  . . . . . . . . . . 15.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at  80°F.  0.08 

Free  and  Saline  ammonia  . . . . . . . . 0.08 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  . . . . . . . . . . 0.01 

Lead,  Copper,  Zinc  . . . . . . . . . . Nil. 

Microscopical  Examination  of  the  Sediments  . . Nil. 

Temporary  Hardness  . . . . . . ...  . . 5.0 

Permanent  Hardness  . . . . . . . . . . 10.0 

pH.  Value  6.4 


The  above  chemical  analysis  is  satisfactory. 

The  water  is  a soft  one. 

(Signed)  HAROLD  LOWE,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C., 
Public  Analyst. 

Towyn  and  Aberdovey  New  Water  Supply  Scheme 

Sanction  was  obtained  for  the  new  water  scheme  for  Towyn  and 
Aberdovey  based  on  the  abstraction  of  water  from  the  River  Fathew 
in  conjunction  with  the  existing  source  of  supply  at  Braich -y-Rhiw. 

The  existing  stream  intake  at  Braich-y-rhiw  is  to  be  retained  as 
the  main  source  of  supply.  The  100,000  gallon  storage  reservoir  at 
Braich-y-rhiw  will  be  utilised  to  hold  a reserve  of  raw  water.  A new 
0"  main  conveys  the  raw  water  from  this  reservoir  to  the  new  filter 
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house  at  Pen-y-Bont,  Bryncrug,  where  the  water  will  be  filtered  and 
chemically  treated.  A 9"  main  conveys  the  filtered  water  via 
Pend^  and  School  Hill  to  a 500,000  gallon  service  reservoir  at 
Esciian  Hill,  Towyn. 

A 6"  main  from  Brook  Street,  Towyn,  supplies  the  town  via 
Maengwyn  Street,  High  Street,  and  Station  Road. 

A 6"  main  from  Escuan  Reservoir  supplies  lower  Aberdovey  by 
gravity.  A pumping  station  situated  near  Maesnewydd  pumps 
water  up  to  a small  service  reservoir  near  Mynydd  Bychan  to  feed 
the  upper  parts  of  Aberdovey. 

When  the  demand  for  water  is  greater  than  the  supply  at  Braich- 
y-rhiw,  electrically  operated  pumps  installed  at  Pen-y-Bont  filter 
house  come  into  operation  to  pump  water  abstracted  from  the  River 
Fathew  into  the  9"  main  supplying  Escuan  Reservoir. 

Bryncrug  village  will  continue  to  be  supplied  from  Braich-y- 
Rhiw,  the  water  being  filtered  and  chemically  treated  at  the  existing 
filter  house. 

Approximately  4 miles  of  9"  main  and  5J  miles  of  6"  main  will 
be  laid  as  part  of  this  scheme. 

Work  was  commenced  on  this  scheme  at  the  end  of  August, 
1953.  Progress  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  included  the  laying  of 
5,575  lin.  yds.  of  9"  main  on  the  length  from  Braich-y-rhiw  to  the 
Escuan  Reservoir,  part  excavation  for  and  concrete  foundations  to 
the  filter/pump  house  at  Pen-y-Bont,  and  part  excavation  on  The 
site  of  the  service  reservoir  at  Escuan. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Towyn.  The  sewerage  scheme  for  the  town  is  mainly  by 
gravitation,  supplemented  by  pumping  from  two  small  low-lying 
areas.  The  sewage  is  discharged  untreated  into  the  sea.  Con- 
sideration was  given  to  the  report  of  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  on  the  sewerage  system  and  their  proposals  for  the 
improvement  of  the  existing  system  and  the  provision  of  disposal 
works.  Schemes  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  for  approval. 

Aberdovey.  The  sewerage  system  is  by  gravity  with  outfall 
into  the  Dovey  Estuary.  The  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  is 
controlled  according  to  the  state  of  the  tide.  There  is  urgent  need 
of  improvement  particularly  in  connection  with  the  outfall  works. 

Bryncrug.  The  new  sewerage  scheme  with  disposal  works  for 
the  village  was  completed  in  1952.  Further  progress  was  made  in 
connecting  the  various  properties  to  the  sewer  and  in  replacing  pail 
closets  by  water  closets.  Forty-two  premises  were  connected  to  the 
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new  sewer  and  conversion  schemes  were  effected  at  31  of  these 
premises.  Details  of  the  work  carried  out  are  as  follows  : — 
Construction  of  new  drainage  systems  to  serve  new  ^ 
or  converted  closets  ..  ..  ..  ..32.1 

Construction  of  new  drainage  systems  to  serve 
existing  water  closets  . . . . . . . . 8. 

Reconstruction  of  existing  drainage  systems  serving 
existing  water  closets  . . . . . . . . 2. 

Construction  of  new  water  closets  . . . . 19. 

Conversion  and  reconstruction  of  existing  closet 
structures  . . . . . . . . . . 3. 

Conversion  of  existing  closets  . . . . . . 9. 


42. 


31. 


In  view  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by  most  property  owners 
in  obtaining  the  services  of  building  contractors  to  undertake  the 
conversion  of  pail  closets  to  water  closets  and  allied  works  of  drain- 
age and  connection  to  the  sewer,  the  Council  undertook  this  work  on 
behalf  of  some  of  the  owners.  Such  work  comprised  the  construct- 
tion  or  reconstruction  of  drainage  systems  at  35  premises,  the  con- 
struction of  two  water  closets,  the  reconstruction  and  conversion  of 
8 existing  closet  structures,  and  the  provision  of  water  supply  at 
18  premises.  The  total  cost  of  this  work  amounted  to  over  £1,287. 


Other  Conversion  Schemes. 

Conversion  schemes  with  drainage  to  septic  tank  installations 
were  also  carried  out  at  4 cottages  at  Rhydyronnen  and  at  5 farm 
premises. 

Drainage  Inspections 

55  tests  were  made  during  the  year  on  new  drainage  systems 
and  19  on  existing  drains 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Refuse  Collection 

The  collection  of  household  refuse  for  the  whole  district  is  under- 
taken by  contractors.  Collection  was  maintained  twice  weekly  at 
Aberdovey,  Towyn,  and  parts  of  Bryncrug,  and  once  a fortnight  in 
Cwrt. 

There  is  no  collection  of  trade  refuse. 

Night  soil  is  collected  with  the  household  refuse  at  Cwrt.  This 
service  was  discontinued  in  Bryncrug  at  the  end  of  September  by 
which  time  most  of  the  properties  in  the  village  had  been  connected 
to  the  sewer. 

The  Council  has  under  consideration  the  reorganisation  of  the 
service  for  the  whole  district. 
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Refuse  Disposal 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  tipping.  Much  labour  and  time  was 
ex]^ded  in  the  difficult  task  of  keeping  the  tips  at  Towyn  and 
Aberdovey  tidy.  In  the  latter  case  the  high  level  of  the  ground 
renders  proper  control  of  tipping  extremely  difficult.  Some  progress 
was  made  on  the  new  access  road  to  the  adjacent  low  lying  land 
where  it  should  be  possible  to  carry  out  tipping  operations  satis- 
factorily. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  at  Bryncrug  was  carried  out  by  the 
removal  contractor. 

Regular  treatments  were  maintained  during  the  year  to  keep 
these  tips  free  from  rat  infestation. 

Salvaged  Materials 

There  is  no  general  collection  of  waste  materials. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 
were  as  follows  : — 


Abattoir 

176 

Food  Premises — General  . . 

. . 235 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

46 

Dairies  and  Milk  Supplies 

67 

Licensed  Premises 

49 

Unsound  Food 

40 

Shellfish  Beds 

4 

Dwelling  Houses 

264 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

. . 635 

Water  Supplies 

86 

Camping  Sites 

52 

Disinfection 

5 

Disinfestation 

19 

Cancer  Research 

6 

Rodent  Control 

111 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

77 

Public  Conveniences 

30 

Factories  Act 

35 

Shops  Act 

21 

Petroleum  Act 

40 

Hill  Farming  Act 

13 

Cinemas 

6 

Miscellaneous  Visits.  . 

188 

Total 

. . 2205 

Complaints  received  and  investigated 

100 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  notices  served  and 
complied  with  : — 


Statute 

Notices 

not 

complied 
with  at 
end  of 
1952 

Notices  served 
during  1953 

Notices 

Complied 

with 

during 

1953 

Not^  ; 
not 

complied 
with  at 
end  of 
1953 

Statu- 

tory 

Infor- 

'mal 

Public  Health  Act 

9 



134 

135 

8 

Food  and  Drugs 

Act 

8 

— 

17 

22 

3 

Milk  and  Dairies 

Regulations 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

Factories  Act 

1 

— 

5 

6 

— 

Damage  by  Pests 

Act 

— 

— 

13 

13 

— . 

Petroleum  Act  . . 

— 

— ■ 

7 

7 

— 

Totals 

18 

— 

178 

185 

11 

Factories  Act,  19S7 

1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4, 

and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 

Authorities. 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in  which 

23 

12 

1 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority. 

(hi)  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 

19 

17 

3 

enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers 
premises). 

6 

6 

1 

Total 

48 

35 

5 

— 

12 


2.  Defects  Found. 


# 

Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

rred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prose- 

cutions 

Want  of  Clean- 
liness (S.l). 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Con- 
veniences (S.7). 
a.  insufficient 

1 

1 

b.  unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Disinfection 


Three  premises  were  disinfected  during  the  year  following  cases 
of  infectious  and  other  diseases. 

Disinfestation 

Fifteen  premises  were  treated  for  insect  infestations. 

Rodent  Control 

A comprehensive  scheme  is  in  operation  whereby  private 
dwelling  houses  are  treated  free  of  charge  but  the  costs  incurred  in 
the  treatment  of  business  premises  and  agricultural  properties  are 
recovered. 

Since  this  scheme  was  started  in  1952  there  has  been  a marked 
reduction  in  the  rat  population  in  the  area,  and  excellent  work  has 
been  done  by  the  rodent  operative  in  this  respect.  There  is  ample 
evidence  that  this  service,  as  well  as  the  general  disinfestation 
service  operated  by  the  Department,  is  appreciated  by  the  public. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  of  the  rodent  operative 
during  1953  : — 


Type  of 
Property 

Inspec- 

tions 

Number  Infested 
and  Treated  for 

Visits 

for 

Treat- 

ment 

Total 

Visits 

Rats 

Mice 

Local  Authority’s 

Properties 

32 

12 

— 

62 

94 

Dwelling  houses 

487 

67 

13 

344 

831 

Agricultural 

Properties 

53 

16 

— 

79 

f32 

Business  Premises 

10 

5 

2 

41 

51 

Totals 

582 

100 

15 

526 

1108 

13 


In  addition 
sewers. 


two  treatments  were  carried  out  of  the  Towyn 


Public  Conveniences 

There  are  four  public  conveniences  in  Towyn,  including  the 
temporary  urinal  erected  in  Idris  Villas  in  1952,  and  three  in  Aber- 
dovey.  Consideration  was  given  by  the  Council  to  the  provision  of 
additional  conveniences  at  both  these  places. 


Camping  Sites 

There  was  a general  improvement  in  the  conditions  at  the  six 
established  camping  sites  in  the  district.  Works  of  improvement 
included  the  provision  of  piped  water  supply  in  two  cases,  proper 
drainage  facilities  at  four  sites,  and  the  repair,  reconstruction  or 
provision  of  new  sanitary  accommodation  at  four  sites. 

Plans  were  approved  for  the  provision  of  water  closets  and 
ablution  facilities  with  disposal  to  a septic  tank  unit  at  one  site  in 
lieu  of  the  existing  chemical  closets. 


Hill  Fanning  Act,  1946 

Advantage  has  been  taken  by  occupiers  of  hill  farms  in  the 
district  of  grants  available  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 


Fisheries  for  improvements  to  farm  premises. 

Improvements  carried  out  during  the  year  include  : — 

Provision  of  additional  living  accommodation 1 

Repairs  and  improvements  to  existing  accommodation . . 3 

Provision  of  piped  water  supply 1 

Provision  of  water  closets,  drainage  and  septic  tank 

installations  2 

Installations  of  hot  water  systems 2 

Provision  of  Bathrooms  and  sinks 2 


SECTION  F.  HOUSING 

New  Houses 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  Local  Authority  . . . . . . . . 4 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  . . . . . . 89 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  During  the  Year 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  122 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 183 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
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corded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932 

9 

# (b) 
(3) 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . . 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

25 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

2 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub -head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  fit  for  human  habitation 

28 

Remedy 

of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse- 
quence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority or  their  officers 

18 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers 

Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16,  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

0 

B. 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act  . . 

0 

C. 

Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 

0 

D. 

Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  

. 0 

Clearance  Areas 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
during  the  year. 

16  houses,  of  which  12  are  occupied,  await  demolition  under 
confirmed  Clearance  Orders. 

4 houses  in  confirmed  Clearance  Areas  were  demolished. 


SECTION  G.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Abattoir  : — 
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Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

No.  Killed  and  Inspected  . . 

258 

20 

2452 

228 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  : — 
Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

5 

4 

14 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

239 

3 

253 

32 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
T.B 

94.57 

35.0 

10.88 

14.03 

Tuberculosis  Only  : — ■ 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . . 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

16 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  j 
affected  with  T.B.  . . . . j 

4.65 

Nil 

Nil 

7.02 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
2,958,  an  increase  of  350  on  the  year  1952. 

Weight  of  Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  condemned 


Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Meat 1 12  2 19 

Offal 2 1 3 3 


Tot.\l  . . 3 14  1 22 


The  whole  of  this  meat  was  disposed  of  through  Ministry  of 
Food  channels  for  processing  and  recovery  purposes. 


Analysis  of  Causes  of  Condemnation 

1.  WHOLE  CARCASES 


Diseases  and  other  Conditions 

1 Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Actinobacillosis  (Generalised) 

1 

Decomposition 

2 

Inflammation  (Acute) 

1 

Injuries,  Extensive  . . 

1 

2 

Metritis,  Putrefactive 

2 

Oedema,  General,  and  Emaciation . . 

4 

7 

Peritonitis,  Septic  . . 

1 

Sarcoma,  Generalised 

1 

Uraemia 

1 

Total 

5 

4 

14 

Nil 
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2.  PART  CARCASES  AND  ORGANS 


.^^eases  and  other  Conditions 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Abscesses 

10 

1 

1 

2 

Actinomycosis 

10 

Angioma 

7 • 

Cirrhosis 

23 

61 

21 

Congestion  . . 

9 

2 

3 

Cysts  . . 

39 

153 

7 

Deformity 

1 

Facioliasis 

169 

20 

Fatty  Conditions 

3 

Injuries 

7 

1 

2 

Mastitis 

2 

Pericarditis  . . 

1 

1 

Peritonitis 

2 

2 

Pleurisy 

2 

5 

Pneumonia  . . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis 

12 

16 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  cattle  continued  to  show  a 
downward  trend,  localised  lesions  being  found  in  4.65%  compared 
with  5.3%  in  1952  and  7.8%  in  1951.  Most  of  the  animals  thus 
affected  were  from  allocation  centres  outside  the  area.  The  per- 
centage of  the  number  of  pigs  affected  with  this  disease  shows  a 
slight  decrease. 

The  percentage  of  cattle  affected  with  diseases  other  than 
Tuberculosis  is  relatively  high,  this  being  principally  due  to  the 
incidence  of  liver  fluke  infection. 

Other  Foods  Condemned 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  nature  and  weight  of 


other  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the 
year  : — 

Cwts.  Qtrs.  Lbs. 

Various  Canned  Goods 

7 1 4 

Meat  Products 

....  1 121 

Bacon 

....  3 191 

Sugar 

....  20 

Butter  and  Margarine 

....  41 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

....  6i 

Sugar  Confectionery  . . 

....  41 

Flour  Confectionery 

....  51 

Miscellaneous  Goods  . . 

....  4 

Total  . . 8 3 24f 


17 


MILK  SUPPLY 


No.  of  Milk  Distributors 
No.  of  retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
No.  of  retailers  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk 
No.  of  retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk 
No.  of  retailers  of  Ungraded  Milk 


2 

1 

11 


52  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Aberystwyth.  Details  of  the 
results  of  examination  and  of  the  tests  applied  are  given  in  the 
following  table  : — 


Summary  of  Results 

Details  of  Tests 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

Total 

Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Phospha- 
tase Test 

Satis- 

Un- 

Satis. 

Un- 

sat. 

sat. 

Tuberculin 

Tested 

6 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

T.T.  (Pasteur- 
ised) 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Ungraded 

32 

— 

32 

32 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

52 

— 

52 

52 

— 

14 

— 

In  addition,  four  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  eleven 
of  ungraded  milk  were  subjected  to  biological  examination  to 
determine  the  presence  of  Tuberculosis.  All  results  were  negative. 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  samples  taken  during  the  year  con- 
formed to  the  prescribed  standards  for  designated  milk,  a position 
which  can  be  regarded  as  very  satisfactory. 

Regular  sampling  is  carried  out  of  all  milk  supplied  to  the  four 
Primary  Schools  in  the  district.  Constant  supervision  is  main- 
tained of  milk  vehicles  and  dairies. 


ICE  CREAM 

Registration  for  Manufacture  and  Sale 

Manufacturing  of  ice  cream  was  carried  out  at  one  premises 
registered  with  the  Local  Authority  for  this  purpose  in  accordance 
with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938.  At  two  other 
premises  so  registered,  manufacturing  was  discontinued. 

21  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream,  four  applica- 
tions having  been  approved  during  the  year. 
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Bacteriological  Analysis 

30  samples  were  submitted  for  examination,  and  were  reported 
upc^^s  falling  within  the  following  grades  : — 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 Total 
22  7 1 — 30 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  considered  satisfactory  ; 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 

It  will  be  seen  that  over  96%  of  the  samples  were  considered 
satisfactory,  compared  with  90%  in  1952.  Favourable  reports 
were  received  on  all  samples  of  ice  cream  manufactured  locally. 


Ice  Lollies 

Of  six  samples  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination,  five 
were  reported  to  be  satisfactory.  Bacillus  coli  was  isolated  in  one 
sample,  but  a repeat  sample  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Mussels 

No  pathogenic  organisms  were  found  in  a sample  of  mussels 
taken  from  the  Aberdovey  beds. 


Food  Premises  — General 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  area  is  102,  consisting  of  51 
catering  establishments  and  5 canteens,  7 bakehouses,  5 butchers, 
19  grocers,  and  15  other  general  food  shops. 

355  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  for  inspection  purposes. 
Improvements  were  effected  at  many  establishments  as  a result  of 
these  inspections  and  with  the  co-operation  of  the  owners. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

Sampling  of  food  for  compositional  quality  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  is  administered  by  the  County  Council.  Mr.  R.  T. 
Edwards,  Chief  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures,  has  reported  as 
follows  on  samples  taken  in  the  Towyn  Urban  District  during  the 
year  1953  : — 
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Article 


Number  Number  certified  as 
obtained  adulterated  or  nc^^ip 
to  standardw' 


Milk  (formal) 

Milk  (informal) 
Dairy  Cream 
Synthetic  Cream 
Ice  Cream 
Ground  Coffee 
Jelly  Crystals 
Coffee  and  Chicory 
Lemon  Curd 


7 

9 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Totals 


24 
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